
 

 
 

SNELL & WILMER SALT LAKE CITY ATTORNEY DAVID A. LETA ANNOUNCES 
RETIREMENT AFTER OVER 30 YEARS AT THE FIRM 

 

 
SALT LAKE CITY (December 30, 2022) – Snell & Wilmer attorney David A. Leta has 
announced he will retire from the practice of law and the firm, effective December 31, 
2022.  
 
“On behalf of our clients and colleagues in Utah and firmwide, we wish David the best 
on his retirement. He has had a remarkable legal career and will be missed by all,” 
said Firm Chair Matthew P. Feeney. 
 
Leta’s announcement caps a remarkable 46-year career of practicing law in Utah. Since 
1976, he has represented debtors, creditors, trustees, creditor committees, asset 
purchasers, vendors, equity holders and other parties in all aspects of financial disputes, 
including collections, foreclosures, workouts, receiverships and bankruptcy. Leta is a 
Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, a Fellow of the Litigation Counsel of America and a former 
Adjunct Professor of Commercial Law at the University of Utah College of Law. 
 
During his career, Leta has been recognized and cited for his exceptional work. He has been named one 
of Lawdragon’s 500 Leading U.S. Bankruptcy and Restructuring Lawyers (2020, 2022), The Best Lawyers 
in America®, Bankruptcy and Creditor-Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law, Litigation-
Bankruptcy (1995-2023), Utah’s Legal Elite: Bankruptcy/Workout, Utah Business Magazine (2005-2006, 
2009-2022) and Mountain States Super Lawyers®, Bankruptcy (2007-2022) just to name a few. 
 
“I met David on the first day of law school at the University of Utah in 1973. I have been his BFF ever since, 
and his partner since 1982,” said Cary Jones, Salt Lake City Real Estate Partner and Managing Partner of 
the Los Angeles office. “David also has the distinction of introducing me to my wife of 30 years, Kris 
Hopfenbeck. In short, David is the finest bankruptcy lawyer I’ve ever met or had the pleasure of working 
with. He possesses an uncanny ability to zero in on the key conundrums of any case, and to make resolution 
of them simple. David is also an extremely empathetic human being—a trait not found in many lawyers I’ve 
worked with over the years. We will all miss him but hope he doesn’t become a stranger to everyone in the 
Salt Lake office. Finally, and importantly, I’ll appreciate not having to share my SLC parking space with him 
any longer.” 
 
About Snell & Wilmer 
Founded in 1938, Snell & Wilmer is a full-service business law firm with more than 450 attorneys practicing 
in 16 locations throughout the United States and in Mexico, including Salt Lake City, Utah; Los Angeles, 
Orange County and San Diego, California; Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona; Denver, Colorado; Washington, 
D.C.; Boise, Idaho; Las Vegas and Reno, Nevada; Albuquerque, New Mexico; Portland, Oregon; Dallas, 
Texas; Seattle, Washington; and Los Cabos, Mexico. The firm represents clients ranging from large, 
publicly traded corporations to small businesses, individuals and entrepreneurs. For more information, visit 
swlaw.com. 
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